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“ADVISOR TRIBUTE” SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS CHOSEN

STUDENTS RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR FFA SUMMER LEADERSHIP RETREATS
BATH (June 4, 2021) - Agriculture education teachers/FFA advisors make a world of difference for the students they teach. This spring students put into words, as part of an FFA Advisor Tribute Scholarship application, how their ag teachers/FFA advisors have impacted their lives.  Twenty-five outstanding examples of amazing teachers impacting their students have been chosen out the applicants, and winning students will each receive scholarships to attend a SD FFA Leadership Retreat this summer. 
Sioux Valley Energy scholarships:
Ellie Olsen, Deubrook; JJ Agnew, Rutland; Merick Olson, Sioux Valley; Preston VanderWal, Sioux Valley; Jade Adolph, Deuel; and Autum Wittstruck, Lennox Sundstrom

West River Electric Association scholarships:
Corrina Ross, Sturgis; Kallie Freemore, Rapid City; Amara Toland, Rapid City; Abby Hunsaker, Rapid City; Ella Monroe Rapid City; and Ethan Hendrix, Rapid City
Doland FFA scholarship in honor of past state officer Dirby Bawek:
Shane Johnson, Doland

Walt Johnson Memorial Scholarships:
Jackie Kreber, Canton; Emily Robbins, Elkton; Hannah Sundberg, Gettysburg; Taylor Tennant, Gettysburg; Colton Stiefvater, McCook Central; Jaidryn Rice, Webster/Waubay; Matthew Mork, Webster/Waubay; Denis Creadon, Wilmot; Taedon Muilenburg, Wilmot; and Amanda Blare, Winner

Leonard DeBoer Scholarships:
Cortney Kayser, Bridgewater-Emery and Tanner Eide, Gettysburg
The students wrote essays about how their FFA advisors have made an impact on their lives. Each of these students think their advisor is one of the best and is happy to say so! Here are a few examples of what they shared:
· Jackie Kreber, Canton sophomore comments “Mr. Russ Swanson teaches that no matter the situation, with dedication, passion, and a good attitude I can accomplish anything. He stresses that try new things, even if risking failure, is better than no growth at all; and assures us failure is acceptable if we admit we’re wrong and learn from mistakes. Lastly, we should step up and be a leader instead of waiting for something to happen, staying quite or ignoring a problem.” 

· Shane Johnson, Doland junior appreciates how Mrs. Bailey Coats taught him “the importance of working with a team and communicating, rather than arguing; showing up to work on time, coming ready to work, and working hard; and to strive to be a better person, for myself and my community. She helps me overcome my hesitations, set and reach goals.” 
· Autum Wittstruck, Lennox Sundstrom senior reflects, “Mr. Jim Wilson was the ag teacher and FFA Advisor in Lennox for 23 years. As a freshman, he helped me find myself, break out of my shell, and find a family. He shared about FFA summer retreat and I said, “why not?” When I got home, I was a completely different person. I joined Ag Issues and Marketing Plan teams, competitions that involve public speaking, which I was terrified of before retreat. Mr. Wilson helped me find who I am meant to be and meet people that I can go to like family. Without him, I would never love myself the way I do now.”
Scholarships are made possible through the SD FFA Foundation by the West River Electric Association, Sioux Valley Energy, the Doland FFA chapter and the Walt Johnson Memorial Fund; in memory of two past FFA advisors: Leonard DeBoer and Walt Johnson.  Both men led by example and their advice was truly ripened with wisdom.  Mr. DeBoer spent his life teaching young people about agriculture and the leadership skills that would make them successful in their career choice.  He was the FFA advisor in Chamberlain for almost 40 years where he lived FFA's mission by making a difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.  Mr. Johnson served as the SD FFA Foundation President, as well as on the SD FFA Foundation board, in Newell as an ag teacher, community supporter and coach for FFA career development events. He was devoted to agriculture education and earned his Honorary American FFA Degree in 2007. 
 For more information about the South Dakota FFA Foundation and South Dakota's FFA programs, visit www.sdffafoundation.org.
###

Here’s what the rest of the recipients shared about their advisors: 
· Ellie Olsen, Deubook junior, appreciates how Mr. Jacob Englin “taught me the importance of how far hard work can go. He has taught me the more determined we are the better the result will feel. Even if the result isn’t what I wanted, I still benefit.”
· JJ Agnew, Rutland junior shares, “In addition to helping students with ag, Mr. Gary Elsinger will sit down and help anyone struggling, even non ag students with math, science or history. He cares about the community. When a community member needs help, they do not hesitate to reach out to Mr. Elsinger, knowing he will help and enlist students with projects.” 

· Merick Olson, Sioux Valley junior says, “Mr. Don Sutera taught me life skills like welding, electrical work, soil classifications, and money management. He guided my shy, 8th grade self into parliamentary procedure and being a state winning dairy foods team member.” Preston VanderWal, also a Sioux Valley junior adds, “Mr. Sutera is hardworking, making sure local ag students gain knowledge about agriculture. He helped me, my siblings and peers be better citizens.”

· Jade Adolph, Deuel senior comments, “Mrs. Marie Jaacks encourages us to do anything we put our minds to. She is there when I have questions and helps me to learn for next time. She has shown me to think and look at things differently - nothing changes if I’m stuck in a routine, and I need change.” 
· Autum Wittstruck, Lennox Sundstrom senior reflects, “Mr. Jim Wilson was the ag teacher and FFA Advisor in Lennox for 23 years. As a freshman, he helped me find myself, break out of my shell, and find a family. He shared about FFA summer retreat and I said, “why not?” When I got home, I was a completely different person. I joined Ag Issues and Marketing Plan teams, competitions that involve public speaking, which I was terrified of before retreat. Mr. Wilson helped me find who I am meant to be and meet people that I can go to like family. Without him, I would never love myself the way I do now.”
· Amara Toland, Rapid City senior is thankful, “Ms. Genetie Hendrix taught me about agriculture, leadership, and myself. She provided me contacts and opportunities to expand my environmental sciences interests through projects/assignments, even when the class was doing something different.” 
· Kalli Freemore, Abby Hunsaker, and Ethan Hendricks, Rapid City sophomores each stressed how Ms. Hendrix builds confidence, by believing in them, encouraging them and helping them make good life decisions. “She saw what we could do, pushed us more than we ever thought we were capable of, and made us better. Coaching Leadership and Career Development Events that excel, advising officer teams, and handling life, situations, she will continue to inspire students.” 
· Ella Monroe, Rapid City senior reflects how she will be forever thankful for both her advisors, “Ms. Genetie Hendrix and Ms. Lisa Stienken push me to be myself. When I wasn't perfect, it was good enough for them. They believe in me and are first to stand by me and help me work through any rough patch. They encourage me to work for my goals no matter how far away they seem.”
· Corrina Ross, Sturgis senior shares, “Mrs. Breanna Fabris, showed me I didn't have to be from a ranch to belong in FFA, and encouraged me to be a role model and more confident. Miss Meagan Jensen taught me that even if I don't think I can accomplish something, to still do my best. Even if I fail, I will have other opportunities because I tried.”
· Matthew Mork, Webster/Waubay junior comments, “Mr. Fred Zenk has spent countless hours teaching the importance of conservation and building the next generation of environmentally conscious farmers. His service to the FFA and young people is immeasurable, and his efforts will bear fruit for years. He is diligent in building character and leadership. Because of him I enjoyed success in Range Judging, CDE's, and am a District officer.” Jaidryn Rice, Webster/Waubay freshman adds, “Mr. Zenk is incredible! He taught me to be a better leader, worker, and FFA member. He is growing my agriculture knowledge so I can work in the field in the future.”
· Hannah Sundberg, and Taylor Tennant, Gettysburg FFA seniors, reflect on their advisor, Ms. Lemke’s impact, “Miss Lemke is an exponential teacher. She helped me overcome a fear of welding and use a circular saw … she helped me walk on the State Convention stage as a proficiency winner … she teaches real world skills, is super patient and calming when we’re anxious. More than an FFA advisor, she is willing to help with anything.” Tanner Eide, Gettysburg FFA sophomore adds, “Ms. Lemke works diligently for her teaching to be applicable. She helped me find my passion by teaching crop science, genetic makeup and survivability rates. She put me outside my comfort zone, pushed me to study, and helped me excel in my CDE and Agriscience project.” 
· Dennis Creadon, Wilmot sophomores share, “Ms. Mary Sauber believes in me and showed me that being a FFA leader requires responsibility and helping other people achieve their goals too. She made sure I had what it took to be an officer and helps me through any struggle with the job. Taedon Muilenburg, also a Wilmot sophomore adds, “She taught safety, welding, to fix things, and many ag mechanic and technical skills. She sees my potential and pushes me to be the best person I can.”  
· Colton Stiefvater, McCook Central freshman already recognizes both his advisor’s strengths, “Mr. Terry Reickman is a passionate ag teacher and encouraging role model. He requires us to look professional, act appropriate, be early to the bus, and be 10 minutes early to every event. Mrs. Tracy Chase is outgoing and energetic, helping us learn more about the agricultural community and FFA every day. She keeps us engaged with activities, teaching us about agriscience and helping us perform our best.”
· Emily Robbins, Elkton junior appreciates advisor, Mr. Dan Robbins stressing the importance of trying new things, helping students uncover career paths and encouraging youth to find value in life by serving others. “He continually motivates me to stay up to date on my record book, encourages me to try different FFA events, and shares how I can learn from others to improve my own life.”

· Amanda Blare, Winner junior is grateful, “Mrs. Nicole Roth gave me opportunities to learn and grow. Without her pushing me to do more and work harder, I would still be a shy little blond sitting in the back, never standing up for myself. Because of her, I have self-confidence. She doesn’t get nearly enough credit for the awesome things she does.”

· Cortney Kayser, Bridgewater-Emery senior expresses thanks to her advisor Mr. Alex Toupal, “He cares about everyone and keeps us on task. He pushes every FFA member out of our comfort zones to reach our full potential. He is open to us and himself trying new things while always being there to answer questions. If he does not know the answer, he works to find it!”
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