
I BELIEVE IN THE  
SOUTH DAKOTA FFA!

There are several ways to leave a legacy for the future and help 
FFA grow. You can ensure that the future is bright for young 
leaders in agricultural education with a planned gift. Many of 
these have wonderful benefits for the gift donors. Consider leaving 
a Legacy Gift through the SD FFA Foundation. Legacy gift options 
include:

Endowment  
Contribute a minimum of $10,000 over 10 years or less. The 
principle is invested and annual earnings are used to support 
the program of your choice. 

Bequest  
Indicate in your will that you’d like to leave part of your estate 
to the SD FFA Foundation. Gifts through your will can be a 
particular item, dollar amount or percentage of your estate.

Beneficiary Designation 
Indicate that the SD FFA Foundation is a beneficiary  
of your life insurance policy, bank account, IRA or  
non-qualified annuity. 

IRA  
If your IRA has increased in value over the years and you have 
more income than you may need, then an IRA rollover gift is 
a simple and easy way to donate while not increasing your 
taxable income.

Assets  
We can even accept real estate, crops and livestock.

When considering whether or not a planned gift is appropriate 
for you, ask yourself a few simple questions: “What do I want 
to give,” “How should I give,” “When should I give” and “Where 
will my gift make the most impact?” To visit about options for 
Leaving Your Legacy, contact the SD FFA Foundation.

Gerri@sdffafoundation.org • 605.765.4865

2018-19 Contributors to the South Dakota FFA Foundation
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

Diamond Sponsors ($20,000 +)
CHS Foundation
Twin Cities Region Northland 

Ford Dealers

Platinum Sponsors ($10,000 to 
$19,999)

Agtegra Cooperative
Farm Credit Services of America
Monsanto

Gold Sponsors ($5,000 to 
$9,999)

BankWest
Butler Machinery Company
Jerry's Auto Sales
Land O' Lakes Foundation
LG Seeds
Pat Wingen
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.
SD Ethanol Producers 

Association, Inc.
U.S. Army

Ruby Sponsors ($2,500 to 
$4,999)

ADM Grain Tulare
AT&T
BASF
C & B Operations
Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. 

Fund & Citibank-McKnight 
of the SD Community 
Foundation

CROPLAN by WinField United
Dacotah Bank, Inc.
Dakotaland Feeds, Inc.
Dupont Pioneer
East River Electric  Cooperative
GrainBridge
Hanson & Associates LLC
Kendal and Janice Thompson
RDO Equipment Company
Riverview LLP
SD Agricultural Foundation
SD Corn Utilization Council
SD Soybean Research & 

Promotion Council
The First National Bank in Sioux 

Falls
Titan Machinery, Inc.

Pearl Sponsors ($1,000 to 
$2,499)

Alpha Gamma Rho and Sigma 
Alpha

American News Farm Forum
Brookings Area Chamber of 

Commerce and Convention 
and Visitors Bureau

Chad and Rhonda Wosje
Custom Ag Solutions
D & D Crop Service
De Smet Farm Mutual Insurance 

Company of South Dakota
Denny Oviatt
Don and Linda Erlenbusch
Doug and Clara Marsh
Eugene and Stella Nagel
FarmHouse Fraternity
Fishback Financial Corporation
Hefty Seed Company
Hurley & Associates
Lon and Mary Moeller
Lyle Anderson
Marvin and Corinne Wastell
Midwest Ag & Veterinary Service
Randy Peterson
Rausch Herefords
SD Association of Cooperatives
SD Cattlemen's Foundation
SD Coop Managers Assn.

SD Dept. of Agriculture
SD Division of the Midwest Dairy 

Association
SD EPSCoR
SD Farmers Union
SD Wheat Commission
SDSU College of Agriculture, 

Food and Environmental 
Sciences

Sioux Valley Energy
Ted and Marilyn Krogen
Tyson Foods
Wells Fargo Bank South Dakota, 

N.A.
Wilbur-Ellis
Zoetis

Silver Sponsors ($500 to $999)
Agropur
Anonymous
Associated Milk Producers, Inc.
Bayer CropScience
Black Hills Forest Resource 

Association
Cargill
Central Farmers Cooperative
Centrol Crop Consulting
CHS Brandon
Clark and Lyla Hanson
Cultura Technologies
Dan and Sheri Kahnke
Dr. Alice Harty
Eichacker Simmentals
Gary Bachman
Glacial Lakes Energy, LLC
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Jeremy and Laura Nettifee
Jim Chilson
Jon and Emily Minor
Legend Seeds, Inc.
McCook Central FFA
Meyerink Farm Service
Millborn Seeds
Mustang Seeds
Nathan and Tiffany Sanderson
Next Level Ag Labs
Novita Nutrition
Plains Commerce Bank
Potter County Farm Bureau
Premier Equipment
Reinke-Gray Wealth Management
Salem Veterinary Service
Scott and Jessie VanderPoel
SD Biotech Association
SD Crop Improvement 

Association
SD Pork Producers Council
SD Poultry Industry Association
Sigma Alpha Sorority
Sioux Falls Ford
SoDak Labs, Inc.
Stangl Shorthorns
The Dan Streff Family
Tri Valley FFA Alumni
Valley Queen Cheese Factory, 

Inc.
White Veterinary Service

Bronze Sponsors ($250 to $499)
AgFirst Farmers Cooperative
Agnition
Alan and Marlys Fenner
Amani Reiners
Aurora Cooperative
Bank of the West
Cammack Ranch Supply, Inc.
Campbell Supply
Chris and Penny Nelson
Clay & Angie Edwards
Craig and Bonnie Dybedahl
Craig and Maure Weinkauf
Dakota Farm Talk

Dakota Vision Ag, Inc, Jared and 
Kati Lynn Knock

Dan and Susan Robbins
Darrel Simon
David DeRouchey
David Graper
De Johnson
Deuel FFA
Don and Mary Josko
Donna Acheson
Duralite Trailers
Dwayne Griese
Eileen Peterson
Eric and Roxanne Knock
Eugene & Julie Streff
Frontier Mills Inc.
Gary L. Hansen
Geronimo Energy Holdings, LLC
Golden West 

Telecommunications
Hamilton Farms
Harrisburg FFA
Jeremy Morgan
Jerry Nolz
Jim Wilson
Josh Johnson
K Bar J Leather, Co
Keith & Kristi Hainy
Kelvin & Carol Grey
Kibble Equipment
Kimball Livestock Exchange
Kuecker Seed Farm, Inc.
Larry & Sandra Nelson
Latham Hi-Tech Seeds
Lazy J Bar Ranch
Leonard Sigdestad, D.V.M.
LeRoy and Cathie Draine
Lincoln County Crop Livestock 

Improvement Assoc.
Loren Wieting
Lowry Insurance Inc.
Ludens Inc.
Mark Christensen
McFleeg Inc.
MinnTex
R & R Pheasant Hunting
Robert Peterson and Vicki Vining, 

Peterson Livestock
Ronald A. Johnson
Roy and Sara Gjerde
SD Agri-Business Association
SD Assn. of Conservation 

Districts
SD Bankers Association
SD Broadcasters Association
SD Cattlemen's Association
SD Grasslands Coalition
SD Soil Health Coalition
SD Soybean Processors, LLC
SD Veterinary Medical 

Association
Shannon Nordstrom / 

Nordstrom's Automotive
Sioux Nation Ag Center of Sioux 

Falls, Viborg, Scotland, 
Wessington Springs & 
Kimball

Smithfield Foods
Susan Stoterau
Terry Rieckman
The Cattle Business Weekly - 

Donnie & Krecia Leddy
Titan Machinery
Tractor Supply Company 
Tri-State Neighbor
Wes & Tottie Hotchkiss

Copper Sponsors ($100 to $249)
Aaron Johnson
Andre Carter
Bar JZ Ranches
Belle Fourche Livestock Market

Bennett County FFA
Beresford FFA
Boldt Farms
Bon Homme FFA
Brian Gottlob
Candidus and Londa Nwadike
Canton FFA
Cargill
Centerville FFA
Central Dakota Guide Service
Chamberlain FFA
Chuck and Val Sutton
Clair Welbon
Clark FFA
Clayton Sorum
Cliff Viessman, Inc.
Cob Creek Cattle
Colman-Egan FFA
Cory Schrag
Craig Arbach
Craig Ostebee
CROPLAN by WinField United
Crystal & Jim Pazour
Curt Ulmer
Custom Genetic Solutions
Dacotah Diamond Auctions
Dakota Ethanol, LLC/Lake Area 

Corn Processors
David Bogue
DeJong Ranch
Dell Rapids Coop Grain
Dell Rapids FFA
Don and Kay Norton
Duane and Ann Wulf
First PREMIER Bank
First State Bank of Roscoe
Florence FFA
Francis Karst
Fred Amundson
Fred and Joan DeRouchey
Garretson FFA
Gene Ninnemann
George Twitero, DVM
Gettysburg FFA
Glenda Kittelson
Global Dairy
Greg Salmen
Gretchen and Brian Sharp
Gro Master, Inc.
Grossenburg Cattle Co.
Hansmeier  & Son, Inc.
Hanson Vet Clinic
Harding County FFA
Hitchcock-Tulare FFA
Hot Springs FFA
Hoven FFA
Howe Seeds, Inc
Huron FFA
Jack's Campers
Jakober Limousin
James Johnson
Jason & Gail Gullickson
Jeff Vander Wilt
Jerry Hauck
Jerry Schmitz
Jim and Ethel Kurtz
Joey and Lindsey Haskell
John & Diane Karst
Jon & Miranda DeRouchey
Kevin and Jeanine Schnieders
Kindra Gordon
Knutson Suffolks
Koletzky Implement, Inc.
Larry and Joyce Alderson
Larsen Livestock
Laura Lentsch
Lemmon FFA
Lennox FFA
Leon and Genevieve Minor
Loren Helmer
Loren Kasten
Lowell Hansen Family Charitable 

Fund of the Sioux Falls Area 
Community Foundation

Lucas & Jordyn Eide
Maria & Colton Buus
Mark and Susan Geib
Matt Dybedahl
Matthew & Sara Odden
Menno FFA
Midwest Cooperatives
Milbank FFA
Miller FFA
Monte and Ruth Mason
Montrose FFA
Myron Sonne
Nancy & Matt Krull
Northern Plains Cooperative
Palo Ranch
Patsy Rieckman
Patty & Kevin Larson
Paulsen Marketing
Peterson's L7 Bar Limousin
Philip Livestock Auction, LLC
Platte-Geddes Community FFA
Rapid City FFA
Red River Farm Network & Ag 

Information
Robert Stolte
Rocky Blare
Rodney Yost Horsemanship
Roger DeRouchey
Roger Pearson
Royalwood Farms
Rutland FFA
Ryan and Whitney Brunner
Sanborn Central FFA
Scott Supply Co.
SD Society for Range 

Management
SD Walleye Charters
SDAAE
Shad Christman
Shane Gross
Shawn Stoley
Shawn Weishaar
Sheree Christensen
Sisseton FFA
Skinner Financial Services
Smithfield Hog Production
Spencer Chase
Steeverhouse Bed & Breakfast
STIHL
Stout's Maines
Sturgis FFA
Sully Buttes FFA
Tara and Mark Beitelspacher
Terry Jaspers
The Family of Justin Maass
Thomas Ranch
Thompson Family
Three Corners Agency, Inc. 

Melissa A. Stearns, Agent
Tim Begalka, Sodak Gardens
Tim Brown
Todd and Barbara Powell
Tom and Karen Swan
Tom Smotherman, Jr.
Tracy and Brett Kaltvedt
Travis Hoffman
Trent Thompson
Vander Wal Livestock
Vern's  Mfg., Inc.
Viborg-Hurley FFA
Victor and Patty Beringer
Watertown Area FFA
Wayne and Gail Weishaar
Wayne Fischer
Webster FFA
West Central FFA Alumni
Whetstone Commodities
Wolsey-Wessington FFA
Wyatt & Zana DeJong

Corduroy Sponsors ($50 to $99)
Allen and Delila Mehlhaf
Allen Schornack
Anita Flindt
Ashley and Tony Konechne
Brad and Kathy Sanderson
Breanna Damm
Burke Oil Co.
Carol Kaberna
Cheyenne Leonhardt
Chuck and Koreen Anderson
Cody Abrahmson
Craig Winquist
Curtis Brudos
David and Mary Rae Skoglund
David Leheska
David Strain
Dawn Nagel
Errol Johnson
Fuller Brothers
Gary Pribyl
Gerri and Shon Eide
Henry & Paula Linke
Jay Koepke
Jean Hommel-Kessler
Jenna Rist
Jensen Charolais Ranch
Jim and Karen Kopriva
Joel and Julene DeRouchey
John Olbertson
Johnson Oil Co., Inc. of Redfield
Jordanne Howe
Kelly & Dean Dunkelberger
Ken's Super Fair Foods
Lemmon Junior Livestock Show
Lester Moeller
Lilac Lane Farms
Madison Central FFA
MaKayla Hunt
Mark & Heather Fillaus
Marty Strasburg
Mary Jessen
Mike and Michelle Eichacker
Mike and Nina DeRouchey
Mike Strohschein
Newell FFA
Northern Hills Veterinary Clinic
Odden Charolais Ranch
Paul Engbrecht
Rechelle and Eric Dissing
Richard and Joyce Vasgaard
Rodney and Beverly Knutson
Rusty Jak, LLC
Sarah and Keith Lambert
Scotland FFA
SD Shorthorn Association
Selby Area FFA
Shane & Tessa Reis
Shannon and Sue Rausch
Sharp's Inc.
Stewart Charolais
Sunshine Bible Academy
Susan Vander Wal
Terry Gere
Tri-Valley FFA
Vedvei Charolais
Wally and Kathy Knock
Warren Skinner
Watertown Animal Clinic
Wayne and Janine Stuwe
Wayne Blair
Wessington Springs FFA
Winner FFA

visit www.sdffafoundation.org 
to view donors contributing 
$1-$49

GIVE THROUGH THE 
SOUTH DAKOTA FFA FOUNDATION

WHAT'S 
BEHIND

THE BLUE
JACKET?

Austin Joppa, Baltic “FFA is 100% 
the reason I know what I want to do in 
college. The Ag Mechanics and Agronomy 
CDE’s have taught me that I really love 
those two occupations, so I will be 
studying agronomy.”

Andrew Taylor, Winner “FFA is a place 
to do the impossible. Things I never 
thought could happen have occurred, and 
there is success is every failure.”

Kayle Lauck, McCook Central 
“Being involved in the agriscience fair, 
I have become incredibly involved in 
protecting our environment. I have 
learned so many ways to be proactive in 
preserving our earth’s natural resources 
and it has helped shape me into the 

person I am today.”

Mitchell VanderWal, Northwestern "I 
have learned to expand my mind and 
think differently. Whether it is working 
with people that are hard to relate to or 
competing in a new event or answering a 
difficult question."

Kestlyn Willert, Brookings “FFA gives 
me a space for me to actually be me. I am 
not who I am without FFA. It also gives 
me important job skills that push me to 
go outside of my comfort zone. FFA truly 
focuses on each individual member.”

South Dakota's 
Future Leaders
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for...

Name: Jeff Hoffman
Home FFA Chapter: Bridgewater FFA
Year Graduated High School: 1984
College: South Dakota State University
Recent Positions: Jeff was the 
Agriculture Education teacher/FFA advisor 
at Artesian High School two years, then 
moved home to Bridgewater where he 
taught 18 years. He was also an agronomist at Hefty Seed in 
Baltic and Ed’s Fertilizer in Emery. From 2008-2019, Jeff taught 
agriculture education in Mitchell. He served as the 2003-2004 
South Dakota Association of Agriculture Educator’s President 
and the 2006 South Dakota Association of Career and Technical 
Education President.

What did he enjoy most about FFA? Jeff loved the 
opportunities FFA gave students. He thought of it as a great 
way for students to break out of their shell and explore unique 
opportunities, and even explore potential career paths. Jeff loved 
when students came back from events talking about new friends 
they made. Students networking and making connections were 
his favorite things.

How did FFA experiences contribute to his leadership 
development? Jeff served as chapter president and as state 
sentinel in ’84. His high school FFA experience ultimately 
impacted his desire to be an Agricultural Educator. He wanted 
students to have the same great experiences he had.

What was his greatest success and why? Knowing Jeff, 
he would say his family, as that was the most important thing to 
him. But as his family, we would say it’s the thousands of people 
he impacted. His hard work inspired so many people across the 
state and beyond. Jeff had such a caring attitude and hard work 
ethic.

What advice would he give today’s FFA members? He 
would say “Push yourself to try new things.” He was passionate 
about providing students an amazing Ag and FFA experience, and 
he loved it when students without an ag background graduated 
and explored a career in agriculture. He knew great experiences 
and opportunities would come from trying something new, and 
would encourage everyone around him.

Name: Sheri (Moeller) Kahnke
Home FFA Chapter: Brookings
Year Graduated High School: 1996
College: South Dakota State University – 
BS & MS Dairy Manufacturing
Current Position: Laboratory Operations 
Manager for Agropur U.S.

What did you enjoy most about FFA? Every year I looked 
forward to attending Camp, Made for Excellence, State and 
National Conventions.  Each of those events allowed for team 
building and networking with other like-minded individuals 
possessing similar goals and passions about the agricultural 
industry.  

How did your FFA experience contribute to your 
continued personal growth? Personal growth is a never-
ending journey.  The skills we have today are not necessarily 
the skills that will move us forward and help us succeed in the 
future.  Personal growth requires life-long learning, so be willing 
to put in the effort required to continually develop yourself 
throughout your life. By teaching goal setting, personality 
assessments, team building and leadership skills the FFA 
organization does an outstanding job of helping individuals 
recognize their current skill sets and also dream and plan for 
their future.  

What advice would you give FFA members today? 
Mother Theresa’s quote says it best “Yesterday is gone.  
Tomorrow has not yet come.  We have only today.  Let us 
begin.”  I would only add - Do the next right thing today! 

Name: Laird Larson
Home FFA Chapter: Clark
Year Graduated High School: 1970
College: A student of the SDSU Cooperative 
Extension Service with no intentions of 
graduating
Current Position: Certified seed producer 
for most of my 50 year farming career.  Started a seed 
processing plant on our farm for our own production and 
custom seed cleaning for others.  Serve on numerous local, 
state and national boards including serving as chairman of the 
SD Crop Improvement and SD Wheat Commission, and on the 
SD FFA Foundation board. 

What did you enjoy most about FFA? Everything.  
Parliamentary procedure, leadership teams, judging teams, 
shop, Supervised Ag projects and maybe even record keeping 
that went with it.  I use the skills learned during that time almost 
daily.  I won the state meat judging contest and still judge meat 
in the counters before purchasing.

How did your FFA experience contribute to your career 
success? I always felt conducting or attending meetings was 
very beneficial.  It wasn’t what I brought to the meeting but 
what I brought home and put to use on my farm created the 
most successes.  I always remember the FFA motto.

What advice would you give FFA members today? Be 
the best you can be.  Get involved and participate.  You’ll be 
surprised how much stays with you.  

PREMIER LEADERSHIP PERSONAL GROWTH CAREER SUCCESS

GOALS FOR NEW YEAR
Fund:  • 400+ FFA jackets   • additional ag college scholarships  • Ag Adventure Center exhibits 
• $500 travel scholarships for all champion teams   • WLC Scholarships   • Chapter Service Grants  
• State Convention “Living to Serve” project  • Summer Leadership Retreat scholarships  

Members dedicated: 4700	 Chapters leading: 91


